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the  preacher*  'that  the  erection  of  a  church  is  an  act  of  learn  his  character — their  own  duty,  and 
"  i  piety  to  God,  and  that  no  ollice  of  religion  their  final  destiny. 

ORIGINAL  SER3IOX.— NO.  7.  |iis  SO  holy— no  sacrilice  so  acceptable  as  |  Under  the  Christian  dispensation,  the 

- ; — ^ -  ,  that  tendered  in  the  congregation  of  be- jj  worship  of  God  is  comprised  in  a  very 

Delivered  at  tlic  Dedication  of  ihe  Univcrsalist .  lievers.  Persons  who  entertain  such '  few  particulars,  adapted  to  every  condi- 
thape  in  tica,  i  arc  i  ,  1^30.  :  are  in  a  predicament  similar  with:|tion,  to  all  times,  and  to  every  individual 

Dt  Stephen  U.  Smith.  |  those  who  are  addressed  in  the  text,  at|  of  the  human  race — And  consists  princi- 

Acts  xvii.  24,  25. — '‘God  that  made  the  leoild  and  a’i:  least,  ill  so  far  as  they  worship  an  “un-,  pally,  ill  «rfora/io«,  thanlisgirin^,aud  suji~ 
thinxt  therein,  seeing  that  he  is  Lord  of  heaven  and  \i,uo\\n  God.”  *  \  plication. 

larth,  dtreUeth  not  in  temples  made  tcith  hands, —  t  *  .i  i  .  i  i  ^  it  ,  .  i  .  . 

.Vtitheris  worshipped  with  men's  hands,  us  thm  <eh  question  be  repeated — W  hy  He  who  contemplates  the  infinite  great¬ 
er  nrcrfri/ mi  j  .«««»•  Ae  g-irc/A  lo  c.'/, /(/ir,  |  are  churches  and  temples  erected.’  Why  ness,  and  goodness,  and  perfection,  con- 

breath,  and  alt  things."  i  so  much  labor  and  treasure  exhausted  in  centrated  in  the  Deity,  must  feel  the 

Heathenism  supjiosed  its  divinities  en- !  the  construction  and  ornament  of  edifices,  operation  of  those  principles  which  in- 
tirely  local,  and  that  the  sjiirit  of  the  par- II exclusively  devoted  to  religious  purpo-j  spire  veneration.  Overwhelmed  with 
ticular  god,  was  actually  present  in  .some  ;,ses.’  !  the  consideration,  that  in  the  immaculate 

mysterious  manner,  wdth  the  image  oral-;  The  answer  is  obvious _ Not  because'  '‘^*^d  move,  and  have  our 

tar  bearing  its  name.  And  nearly  every  ;  the  Deity  is  supposed  especially  to  inha-l  being,”  he  becomes  sensible  of  his  own 
part  and  ollice  of  their  devotion,  was  not'  hit  them  ;  nor  because  ho  is  more  propi-i  insignificance  in  the  immensity  of  the 
merely  marked  with  the  aspect  of  a  re-'  tious,  or  can  be  more  nearly  approached,'  universe,  and  exclaims— ‘‘Lord  what  is 

quirement,  but  was  supposed,  in  some !  or  can  be  better  served  in  one  place  than nian  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him.”  These 
sense,  necessary  to  the  demon  to  whom ;  in  another;  but  because  they  are  condu-|  Ibe  feelings  w’hich  have  led  to  the 
it  was  tendered.  :  oiye  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of,  various  outward  signs  of  self-abasement 

Hence  temples  arose — those  splendid  the  worshippers.  The  mode  of  conduct-;  ^u'd  humiliation.  But  when  it  is  rccol- 
monuments  of  human  art,  the  very  ruins''ing  public  w'orship.  renders  it  a  matterof  Iccted  that  piety  and  devotion  consist, not 
oi  winch  have  commanded  the  admira-  great  consideration,  to  accommodate  a  iu  the  attitudes  of  the  body,  but  in  the 
tkm  of  ages,  as  the  dwelling-places  of  di-  number  of  persons,  within  the  range  of  temper  of  the  mind,  and  the  sincerity  of 
vinities:  And  hence  too,  the  sacrifice  of  the  voice  of  a  single  speaker.  And”  any!  tbe  heart;  it  will  also  be  perceived  that 
numberless  v’ictims  for  the  banquet  of  'phice  where  propriety  and  decorum  would;  outward  signs  are  unavailing.  Devotion 
ttherial  beings.  take  no  oftence,  is  a’suitable  one,  if  it  at-'  therefore  in  ail  its  purity,  inspiring  as  it 

The  passage  before  us  was  intended  tain  this  object;  and  will  assuredly  be;  ^oes,  the  heart  of  individual  man,  finus 
for  the  correction  of  these  errors,  by  in-;  equally  acceptable  to  God.  For  the  time'  *ts  own  its  native  altar  in  the  bosom  of 
stracling  us  that  the  true  God — the ‘‘Lord  has  long  since  gone  by,  that  men  must  *be  worshipper. 

of  heaven  and  earth,  thcellelh  not  in  tern- j:  “go  up  to  Jerusalem  to  worship.”  ij  Thanksgiving  is  the  acknowledgement 

pies  made  with  hands.”  That  gilded  al-  '  No — These  walls  were  not  reared  wHh  of  benefits  received,  and  the  exercise  oi 

tars,  consecrated  vases,  brilliant  gems,  || the  vain  and  pagan  idea  of  fixing  the  re-j  gratitude  lOW'ards  the  being  who  confers 
and  codly  sacrifices,  constitute  no  part  sidence  of  the  iiicomprehensibie  God — ,  them.  To  appreciate  favors,  is  to  feel  ob- 
of  his  service.  That  He  whose  dw'elling  :  these  seats  were  not  placed  for  the  com-'  ligation.  And  he  who  reiiects  that  all  his 
place  is  eternity,  and  whose  presence  fills'  fort  of  those  who  would  here  approach  an,  comforts — his  faculties  and  affections — 
the  universe,  needs  no  temple  on  earth  ;'  idol  wdiom  they  must  propitiate  with  cost-^  his  individual  and  his  social  enjoyments, 
and  that  the  Creator,  preserver,  and  pos-  ly  sacrifices  and  munificent  gifts,  w  li^.  are  the  bestowments  of  his  God,  will  find 
s*;sy)r  of  all  things,  cannot  require  the  by  the  immolation  ‘"of  a  first  born,  thie^Tevery  necessary  motive  to  thank  him. — 
tender  of  any  of  them  at  our  hands.  atone  for  the  sin  of  their  souls.” — But  on  These  considerations  attach  fhemselyes 
But  edifices  are  still  erected  and  con-  the  contrary,  that  tho^e  whom  a  common  equally  to  every  man,  but  the  Christian 
secrated  to  the  worship  of  God  ;  and  di- 'sympathy  had  associated,  might  approach  j' finds  other  reasons  which  demand  his 
vine  worship  is  jStill  a  duty  which  we  are  a  common  altar,  from  which  might  arise  praise.  For  while  the  munificence  ot 
required  to  cherish  and  obey. —Why  then  the  incense  of  their  mingled  gratitude  and  ;  providence  might  well  command  the 
»re  these  works  performed  ?  praise, — where  the  fervent  and  united  thanks  of  every  period  of  life — thei/o.?- 

Doubtless  there  are  those  even  in  chris-  supplications  of  assembled  believers, ;  pc/ furni-shes  a  theme  of  gratitude  which 
I'an  community,  who  yet  think  as  the  Is-  'might  be  offered  with  one  heart  and  with  will  occupy  the  duration  ot  eternity.  But 
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ofttriu",  al)ove  the  iiumble  aspiration  of  religion  was  not  intended  exclusively  lor  , unimagined  sufferings  of  the  children  of 
the  isolated  and  grateful  heart.  ,  the  public  altar,  nor  the  private  closet  ;i|his  own  creation! 

Prayer  has  its  foundation  in  depen-  but  for  the  relationship,  the  business,  and  1  In  such  a  being,  the  worshipper  con- 

denee,  and  is  the  expression  of  desires,  the  concernments  of  life.  It  was  design- ;  templates  little  besides  power,  directed 

for  sonve  supposed  good,  which  the  being  ed,  not  merely  to  influence  the  feelings  ;|!by  amind  inflexibly  determined  to  Tindi- 
a<!divssed  has  tlio  moans  and  the  power  but  to  regulate  all  the  actions  of  men.—,  cate  its  omnipotence,  by  sanctions  whidi 

to  liesiow.  It  is  natural,  and  the  author-  i  To  v.vert  a  power  over  every  employment;  fill  the  soul  with  horror,  instead  of  v«. 

ily  of  inspiration  has  sanctioned  the  prac- ,  oi  every  class  ot  mankind,  tlirough  every  j  eration  and  love.  And  he  approaches  tu 

tice,  that  in  our  distresses  we  ask  for  sue-  period  of  time.  |  altar,  as  the  criminal  does  ns  judge-if 

cor— ill  our  sulTeiiiigs  for  deliverance— I  are  its  teachings  only  important  not  hopeless,  at  least  with  trembling;  & 

and  in  our  adlictioii,  for  submission  and  to  those  who  have  entered  upon  the  cringes  obsequiously  in  submission  to  a 


comfort.  And  wherever  such  petitions , active  life. 


_ _  The  ri- ||j)ower  which  holds  his  destiny.  He  seems 

are"  olfi’ied— therriiiey  are  proper  and'  Reiioration  require  to  be  nurtured  in;  only  to  know  that  the  tender  of  his  horn- 
acecpt.iiile,— wiiether  from  t’le  couch  of  ,  itii  holy  principles:  and  parental  affection  age  is  a  duty— but  fears  to  ask  why  it  is 
initcmled  mi.sery,  the  household  firc-side,!  should  impress  upon  the  tender  mind,  the  ;, so,  lest  he  should  transgress  its  require- 
or  tiic  consecrated  temple.  |  maxims  ol  truth  and  virtue.  That  reli- jments.  And  he  protteis  his  devotion  in 

i>  t  r..  1 1  .r*.,..  c '  K'on  whosc  counscls  direct  the  conduct  sadness,  uncertain  of  its  acceptance-^ues 

,  :  .  kiddie  age_whosedoc.rin«  for  ncrcy,  which  the  rigor  of  suppd 

an,  to  cnciisii  iiic  sjuiii  oi  owtoiion,  to  ..f  .justice  cannot  grant— and  rests  his  Ifeeblt 

hopes  in  the  possible  change  of  absolute 


tender  the  gratitude  of  his  heart,  ami  the  i  ^^ose  of 

homage  of  his  life  to  Gotl.  He  is  a  social  inestimable  value  to  the  youth.  They 
!>cing,  and  he  seeks  society  in  the  solemn  !  "“on  to  fill  the  places  of  those  whom 
ilutic's  of  religious  worship.  It  is  in  the  I  now  made  the  guardians  of 


society  of  men,  thai  his  alfections  and  tbeir  temiioral  interest,  of  their  social 

svmpathies  exeit  their  proper  influence, '  cm^'t'O'i}  ai’J  their  nioial  chara.  ter. 


— ami  it  is  there  that  individual  interests, 
cherislied  by  seclusion,  give  place  to 


immutability. 

Can  it  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  the 
servants  of  such  a  divinity,  should  perpet¬ 
ually  wear  the  aspect  of  despondency? 
— that  their  thanksgivings  should  be  ut- 


Can  that  parent  whose  faith  has  inspi 

red  his  own  heart  with  emotions  of  unut-;tered  in  joyless  formality— theirsupplica 
Vr‘ictS"cn!its”7o7  i'i'  terable  joy— whose  hope  is  full  of  im  from  the  heart  by  the  power 

limitalile  good.  And  there  are  few  men'  be  indilferent  to  the  pnnc-i pies 

of  sober  zeal,  and  reflecting  minds,  ^ho  ?f - 

do  not,  in  mingling  their  devotions  with;  conlideiit  Uiat  lie  i^s  i n  pos- 

those  of  their  fellow  men,  feel  a  cheer- 1  and  feel  no 

fulness  ami  satisfaction  that  tlic  purest  and  :  ‘oterest  to  pieser^e  his  oftspring  from  er- 
1.  _i„..  ..  1  '  ror  — Can  he  apjireciate  the  holy  calm 


holiest  oftbrings  t>f  the  closet  can  never 


inspire.  That  enlivening  animation  which 
spreads  by  sympatliy  from  heart  to  heart, 
expels  the  canker  from  the  bosom  of  the 
sorrowful,  and  sheds  the  radience  of  hope 
•oil  the  countenance  of  despair. 

The  Deity  who  implanted  the  social 
principle  in  man,  has  been  pleased  to 
cherish  it,  in  all  his  gracious  di.speiisa- 
tions.  For  while  simple  nature  led  the 
untaught  Pagan  to  the  social  altar,  the  in¬ 
structions  of  revealed  truth  directed  the 


of  fear,  and  their  devotion,  cold  and  life¬ 
less  as  the  “  body  of  death  !” 

Religion  with  them,  is  but  a  choice  of 
evils — the  submission  to  a  present  aud  fin¬ 
ite  one,  merely  with  the  view  of  escaping 
one  that  is  futnre  and  endless.  And  no 
period  is  marked  with  more  lively  espres- 


of  conscious  virtue,  and  take  no  pleasure ,  _ 

in  directing  the  objects  of  his  teiiderest  ision®  of  joy,  than  that  which  closes  the 
love,  ill  that  road — whosc  ways  “are  li  brief  hour,  devoted  to  the  solemnities  of 
pleasantness  and  all  whose  paths  areij'vorsbip! 

peace  — When  these  queries  have  been  j  These  facts  are  not  assumed  hypothet- 
answered — how  shall  we  account  for  that  'ically — they  stand  confessed,  by  the  un¬ 
languor, — that  iiidiflerencc,  manifested  by  I  qualified  acknovvledgementsiof  thousands, 
so  many  Christian  professors  to  these  im-'ithat,  were  it  not  for  their  fears,they  would 
portant  subjects!  Ij  forever  abstain  from  every  office  of  piety 

\\  e  trust,  this  ediflee  was  not  built,  j!  and  praise.  The  energy  of  command, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  performing  ail  enforced  by  sanctions  which  inspire  ter- 

eiiildrcn  of  God,  to  institute  the  offices  of  j  S’  devotee  into  tk 

public  worship.  Ami  in  order  to  pro- ^  orshippiiig  God,  performance  of  a  heartk^^^ 

mote  the  comlbrfof  the  assembly  of  wor-l  I  m  S  and  solemn 

-  —  -  ^  -  I  power  — but  lor  that  of  repairing  hither  |  services.  But  lu  vain  do  you  seek  fora 

with  your  households,  to  learn  those  great  |  willing  and  a  cheerful  service  there— i' 
ami  comforting  trutlis  which  shall  make;' well  might  you  expect  it,  in  the  fond  mo- 
leligion  a  pleasure,  and  devotion  a  joy. —  litlier  who  tears  from  her  bosom  her  ten- 
I  shall  be  understood,  that  in  speaking  of,|der  infant, and  consigns  it  to  the  fiery  arm'; 
the  drudgery  of  religious  worship — I  do  of  IVIoloch  ! 

not  mean  that  it  is  so  of  itself ;  but  that!  What  then,  will  inspire  the  heart  with 
it  has  been  made  so  by  the  follies  and'  the  true  principles  of  devotion — and  rcii- 
mistakes  of  men  A  few  remarks  will  der  all  the  services  of  religious  worship 
show  the  reason.  lipleasing  aud  delightful 

The  Deity  is  generally  represented,  as  j  A  single  truth  asserted  iu  the  contest, 
alienated  from  his  moral  oflspring,  and  .when  traced  to  its  results,  will  remove 
instead  of  approving  of  our  ofleriiigs — .  every  difficulty.  It  will  lighten  every 
regards  our  best  services  with  aversion  ||  burden — banish  every  fear-turn  cveiy 
and  frowns 


shippers,  the  Tiibernacle  and  the  Temple 
were  successively  erected,  and  solemnly 
consecrated  to  the  purposes  of  devotion. 

But  under  the  chrislian  dispensation  a 
new  and  interesting  motive  was  super- 
aJ.led  to  the  primitive  purposes  of  social 
ami  public  worship — a  motive  and  an  ob¬ 
ject  which  should  never  be  perverted  nor 
overlooked — it  is  instruction. 

That  man  is  but  little  advanced  in  the 
priiicijiles  of  Christianity,  who  attends 
upon  the  service  of  the  sanctuary  for  no 
other  pui|K)se  than  that  of  public  worship, 
ami  the  performance  of  a  duty.  He  should 
seek  instruction  and  moral  improvement, 
that  lie  may  grow  wiser  and  better — toiser 
by  learning  the  truth,  and  better  by  un- 
dor-nanding  his  dutv.  For  the  Christian 


He  is  supposed  to  possess 


attributes,  which,  in  their  legitimate  ex¬ 
ercise,  would  consign  man  to  iiitermina- 


sorrow  into  joy,  and  transform  our  de»o 


tious  from  pains  to  pleasures.  That  trutli 
is,  that  God  is  the  Father — and  consc- 


I  ble  perdition  ;  and  to  be  susceptible  of  ;queiiMy  the  friend  of  man. 
'  endless  aud  infinite  glorification  from  the'<  This  the  apostle  iusinus 


apostle  insinuates  in  the  texf 
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by  saying  that  he  ‘‘giveth  to  all,  life,  and , 
breath,  and  all  things.”  But  as  if  fear-' 
t'ul  that  so  important  a  truth  would  be! 
disregarded  unless  uiiequivorally  asserted 
—he  quotes  an  authority  which  he  knew 
his  auditors  would  acknowledge,  and  de-l 
dares,  that  “we  are  the  offspring  of  God.”  j 

What  stores  of  goodness  are  treasured  j 
in  that  single  truth — what  inexhaustable ! 
affections  which  find  a  centre  in  the  bo-' 
lomof  the  Eternal— what  emotions  should! 
thrill  through  our  hearts,  while  conteiu- 
plating  the  majesty  of  God,  we  exclaim 
—‘‘Our  Father !”  { 

The  paternal  character  is  always  mark-j 
ed  by  a  provident  care — exerted  without  j 
reference  to  the  capacity  of  the  recipient,' 
to  reader  any  equivalent  service.  Every 
parent  feels  himself  bound  by  the  very 
eiistence  of  the  relation  of  parent,  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  wants  of  bis  offspring.  And 
in  doing  this — he  pays  no  regard  to  the 
probable  future  power  of  the  child  to 
compensate  for  the  favor,by  his  duty  and 
faithfulness — or  to  the  moral  character  by 
which  he  may  be  distinguished.  He 
acts  from  the  impulse  of  affection,  and 
apportions  his  bestowmeuts  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  the  object. 

On  these  principles,  the  Deity  has  ac¬ 
ted  towards  his  creature  man.  The  hea- 1 
Tens  and  the  earth  bear  unequivocal 
marks  of  bis  paternity.  Itdiduses  itself 
through  every  part  of  the  universe— ex¬ 
tends  to  every  grade  of  animal  life — is 
adapted  to  the  situation  and  the  peculiar 
wants  of  each,  and  is  renewed  to  every 
succeeding  generation.  Look  around  you, 
and  behold  the  bounties  and  the  blessings 
which  are  showered  with  unsparing  lib¬ 
erality,  upon  the  creatures  of  divine  pow¬ 
er.  Go  to  your  homes — to  your  firesides- 
and  estimate  the  particulars  which  con¬ 
centrate  iu  that  little  circle,  and  which 
make  up  the  amount  of  plenty  and  com¬ 
fort,  of  health  and  enjoyment,  through 
every  day,  and  every  hour  of  life.  Go 
there,  and  learn  whose  bounty  swells 
your  stores — whose  hand  protects  the 
prattling  pledges  of  your  love — who  pours! 
over  their  countenances  the  gladsome  | 
traits  of  content  and  happiness — and  feef 
your  hearts  expand  with  love  and  vener-i 
alion  to  your  Father,  and  your  God.  j 

The  conviction  of  the  nature  of  divine , 
goodne8s,induced  the  reflecting  Hebrews, 
to  call  the  Deity— Father  ;  and  the  real¬ 
ity  of  the  affinity,  is  asserted  by  the  Sa¬ 
viour,  who  instructs  us  to  adrlress  him, 
as  “our  Father,  which  is  in  heaven.” — 
How  affectiugly,  and  bow  tenderly  is  that 
character  sustained  by  causing  his  “sun 
to  rise  on  the  evil  and  ou  the  good,  and 
Mnding  rain  upon  the  Just  and  the  un¬ 
just” — being  good  unto  all,  and  his  ten¬ 
der  mercies  are  over  all  bis  works.” 


But  the  paternity  of  Jehovah  is  infi-jj  vengeance  of  the  bigoted,  and  seal  the 
nitely  more  conspicuous  in  the  moral, than!  truth  with  blood.  His  life  was  our  pat- 
in  the  natural  word.  It  is  in  the  gospel,!  tern,  and  shows  that  moral  purity — a  sin- 
that  the  Father’s  love  is  developed,  and;  cere  heart  and  clean  hands,  the  dediea- 
his  unalterable  pur]M)sesof  grace  and  raer-j  tion  of  our  bodies  and  spirits  to  God,  is 
cy,  are  nafolded  for  our  contemplation. —  ^  our  reasonable  and  most  acceptable  ser- 
Here  we  are  taught  what  mankind  never  i  vice.  This  was  the  work  of  grace,  in 
learned  without  the  aid  of  revelation — j  eflecting  our  redemption — by  reforming 
that  God  loved  us.  And  when  we  reflect  our  lives,  by  turning  us  from  error  to 
on  the  nature  of  the  Deity,  and  tlie  char-j  truth,  from  vice  to  viitue,  and  from  dark- 
acter  of  the  object  of  his  aftectioiis,  it  is|'nessto  light.  It  was  a  work,  which  the 
impossible  not  to  perceive  that  there  ne-  |  world  most  needed  ;  and  its  completion  is 


ver  was  any  thing  done  by  man  to  com¬ 
mand  that  love — and  nothing  but  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  a  father  which  could  inspire  its 
exercise. 

Sinful  as  we  are,  could  a  holy  God  love 
us,  if  the  seal  of  his  own  divinity  had^' 
not  been  impressed  upon  our  intimate  na¬ 
tures,  and  his  image  reflected  in  the  mor¬ 
al  and  intellectual  faculties  with  which 
we  are  distinguished.^  No — it  is  his 
children  that  he  loves — and  /ot-cs,  because 
they  are  his  children.  Need  a  parent  be 
a.sked,  if  his  love  extends  to  all  his  chil¬ 
dren  Whether  he  binds  up  the  wounds 
of  some  with  smiles,  while  he  lacerates 
the  feelings  of  others  with  frowns.^  You 
may  indeed,  Joy  in  the  rectitude  of  one — 
and  weep  over  the  faults  aud  infirmities 
of  another;  but  you  have  no  favorites — 
and  no  partialities.  Neither  can  the  De¬ 
ity  have  any — for  he  “hath  made  of  one 
blood  all  nations  of  men,”  and  requires 


us  to  be  characteristically  his  children,by  i  things”  in  Christ. 


salvation.  Now'  the  example  of  Christ 
is  adaj)tc{l  to  the  condition  of  every  man, 
and  was  intended  for  universal  applica¬ 
tion. 

It  is  in  this  sense,  that  he  “gave  him¬ 
self  a  rausomi  for  all;”  that  he  “(as*  .1 
I  death  for  every  man,”  and  “is  the  pr  pi- 
jtiation  for  the  sins  of  the  ..hole  w  .1.” 
There  is  no  w'anderer  who  shall  ii  <*  be 
I  restored — no  siirticr,  that  shall  not  be  <a- 
,ved,  and  no  child  of  God  shall  fail  of  his 
I  inheritance.  For  “he  must  reign  till  all 
things  are  subdued  unto  himself” — “till 
every  knee  shall  bow',  and  every  tongue 
confess  him  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father.” 

Ye  w’ho  now  deplore  the  reign  of  sin, 
and  ye  who  feel  its  guilt  and  ptwver  of 
condemnation — look  up,  and  bless  that 
God  who  saves  your  souls  from  death,  & 
who,  “in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness 
of  times,  shall  gather  together  in  one  all 


loving  our  enemies,  and  doing  good  to  the  ^ 
evil  and  unthankful. 

But  the  gospel  has  not  only  manifest- ! 


But  though  the  redemption  of  man  was 
the  primary  object  of  the  gospel,  it  was 
by  no  means,  its  exclusive  object.  Man 


ed  the  love  of  God — that  “great  love  ^vith  all  his  comforts  and  enjoyments,  is 
wherewith  he  loved  us,  when  dead  in  |  yet  destined  to  decay;  and  sooner  or  la- 


sins,”— it  has  made  known  the  intentions 
of  that  love.  These  embrace  our  happi¬ 
ness — the  happiness  of  all.  And  their 


ter  sinks  into  the  grave.  The  tendcrest 
ties  which  affection  binds  around  the 
heart,  are  dissolved  ;  and  nature  mourns 


importance  may  be  estimated  from  the  the  loss  of  kindred  and  friends,  torn  from 


consideration  that  they  are  worthy  of  God 
—originated  in  his  divine  mind  and  w’ere 
accompanied  in  revelation,  by  the  ener¬ 
gies  of  omnipotent  power.  They  were 
comprised  in  the  message  sent  down  from 
heaven — were  announced  to  the  world 
by  the  angels  of  God,  and  proclainred, 
“  Peace  on  earth,  good  will  tow'ards 
men.” 

Good  will — from  whom  ?  From  our 
Father  in  Heaven,  the  genius  of  whose 
gospel,  is  “peace  on  earth.'’  Yes,  to  al¬ 
lay  the  angry  passions — to  cherish  truth 
— to  inspire  principles  of  Justice,  and  ren¬ 
der  man  benevolent  and  merciful  to  man, 
and  thereby  to  make  all  men  better  and 


us  by  the  grasp  of  death.  Besides  this, 
we  feel  our  own  mortality,  and  sponta¬ 
neously  ask — “if  a  man  die,  shall  he  live 
again  r”  It  remained  for  the  gospel  tc 
answer  this  question,  as  no  previous  dis¬ 
pensation  broke  the  silence,  or  shed  one 
ray  of  light  upon  the  darkness  of  the 
grave. 

Here  human  reasonings  failed — and 
that  intellect,  which  assimilates  its  pos¬ 
sessor  to  the  Deity,  found  an  impenetra¬ 
ble  barrier  to  further  investigation,  in  the 
mysteries  of  the  tomb.  The  consequence 
was,  that  poetic  fancy  peopled  the  regi¬ 
ons  of  death  w'ith  unreal  shadows  ;  but 
left  man  to  feel  all  the  miseries  of  doubt, 


happier,  was  the  import  of  the  mission  of|  or  the  utter  hopelessness  of  despair.  No 
the  son  of  God.  ;  truth  dried  up  the  fountains  of  sorrow',  & 

In  this  glorious  cause,  Jesus  Christ  la-|mo  hand  wip<  d  away  its  tears, 
bored — for  this,  he  suffered  the  contempt''  The  resurrection  of  Christ,  at  once  tri- 
i  of  the  proud,  the  injuries  and  persecutions  umphed  over  the  uncertainty  of  the  spe- 
'of  the  |M)werful — and  died  to  glnt  the  iiculaf ions  of  philosophy,  and  by  removing 
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iv.  il'MiWls,  impiivtcil  tln^  confidence  of  In  minds  inlliienced  by  these  princi- 
Mibstanliid  reality.  “Life  and  immortal-  pies,  the  truth  is  too  precious  for  exclu  | 
itv  ^vere  brought  to  light.”  And  the  pa-  Isive  appropriation  ;  thev  will  look  upon  i 
rent,  the  child  and  the  friend,  who  saw  Icommunity  and  upon  their  children,  and , 
the  grave  close  over  tlie  lifeless  remains  will  erect  temples  for  social  worship  and! 
of  the  object  of  the  most  tender  love, 'I public  instruction,  where  successive  ad-j 
looked  forward  to  a  period  of  renor  ation,  ^  vances  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  shall  | 
when  “  death  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  insjiire  new  motives  to  devotion  and 
victorv.”  The  future  ceased  to  inspire  praise.  ^ 

anxietv,  and  though  man  mourned,  it  w  as  '■  brethren — Proprietors  of  this  house,  I 

no  longer  without  hope.  Ilis  sorrows  felicitate  you  on  the  success  which  has at- 
flowcd  from  present  bereavement,  while  tended  your  labors,  in  the  completion  of 
Ills  hopes  centered  in  “an  inheritance  in-  this  beautiful  and  convenient  edifice. — 
corruptible,  uudefiled,  and  that  fadeth  And  I  am  happy  in  the  belief,  that  the 
not  aw  ay.”  ;  views  given  on  ibis  occasion,  of  the  na- 

Tliisglorious  doctrine  is  adapted  to  the ]  lure  and  reasons  of  religious  worship, 
W’aals  of  all,  and  was  designed  for  the  |  correspond  entirely  with  your  ow  n — that 
comfort  of  all  the  living,  by  inspiring  the  j!  it  is  the  consideration  that  God  is  our  Fa- 
liope  of  immortality  for  all  the  lt|  ther,  and  friend,  which  inspires  every 

spoils  death  of  its  sting,  and  the  grave  of  'act  of  homage  and  dexotioii  towards  him. 
its  terrors — it  hinds  up  the  wounds  cans  And  that  it  is  our  social  nature,  and  our 
cd  by  atlliction,  and  enables  man  to  die,, love  of  truth,  which  leads  us  to  erect 
triumphautly  and  in  peace.  ''suitable  structures  for  the  accommodation 

Such  are  the  favors  of  a  benevolent  of  those  w  ho  may  choose  to  tender  their 
Deity — freely  bestowed  upon  the  child-  devotions  at  the  same  altar 
ren  of  his  love.  And  such  with*  their,.  You  have  long  since  learned,  that  from 
nameless  ramifications,  the  great  truths  many  of  those  who  differ  with  you  in  rc- 
which  the  minister  of  religion  is  bound  ligious  opinion,  you  can  expect  no  indul 
to  teach,  and  it  is  the  imperious  duty  of  gence.  They  have  denied  you  in  this  vil 
a  professor  of  the  gospid,  to  learn.  For  Llage  the  place  you  have  been  accustomed 
without  them,  he  cannot  know  God.  and  '  to  occupy  for  religious  purposes — and  you 
cannot  find  or  feel  those  exalted  motives  can  thcicf.ire  more  fully  appreciate  your 
to  love  and  seive  him,  wWch  that  know-  present  privileges.  But  you  will  never 
ledge  will  inspire.  By  their  influenc  e,  ^  use  them  to  the  detriment  of  the  rights 


of  others.  Let  this  be  the  “l-.ouso  of  pray' 
er”  for  all  denominations  of  Christians, 
when  not  immediately  necessary  for  your 


you  will  behold  on  the  throne  of  heaven, 

“the  Father  of  the  Spirits  of  all  flesh” — 
wielding  the  sceptre*  of  universal  empire, 
but  to  scatter  blessings  on  a  1  that  live —  [|Own  use 

revealing  his  truth,  to  dilfuse  peace  and  '  allow  me  to  ask— if  von  can  bc- 

happiness  among  mankind,  and  hnngnig  ,hat  the  knowlcdgti  of  the  Divine 

immortaUty  to  light,  “to  comfort  all  that  i!„QQ(jj,ess  and  grace,  is  the  only  founda- 
inourn.  :  (ion  of  true  piety — that  it  spontaneously 

Is  it  possible  for  you  to  know  and  feel  springs  up  in  the  heart,  on  knowing  the 
these  truths,  and  not  love  and  venerate  relation  between  God  and  man— and  at 
that  Almighty^  benefactor  who  has  bestow-  the  same  time,  such  emotions  can  leave 
cd  them  r  No— whenever  you  refer  to  the  heart  cold  and  indiflerent  to  the  in 
your  daily  edmforts— toyour  social  enjoy- ,  jerests  and  the  duties  of  religion  ?  Men 
inents— your  moral  privileges,  and  your  may  o/ec/  what  they  do  not  feel,  but 
glorious  destiny;  the  Deity  finds  an  altar  |  they  cannot  /•«*/ what  has  no  eflbct  upon 
of  gratitude  in  your  hearts,  and  you  ex-,  them.  And  community  will  now  judge 
claim  “we  love  him,  because  he  first  |  of  the  power  of  the  gospel  over  vour  own 
loved  us.”  hearts,  by  the  faitlifulness  with  which 

The  paternity  of  God,  seen  in  his  pro-  you  devote  yourselves  to  the  cause  in 
videnop.  and  sustained  by  the  message  of  which  you  are  professedly  engaged, 
his  truth — that  truth  which  promises  sal- ^  If  it  sees  you  habitually  absenting 
vatlon  and  immortal  life  to  all  mankind,;  yourselves  from  this  place,  on  seasons  of 
is  the  imperishable  foundation  of  the  ge- ;  worship,  when  able  to  saunter  abroad  for 
nuine  spirit  of  devotion.  It  is  then  no  ,  amusement — if  it  witness  your  neglect  of 
longer  a  dull  and  cheerless  service — no!  encouraging  your  families,  your  depend- 
longcr  marked  with  the  courtly  fawn- j  ents  and  your  friends  to  come  up  to  the 
ings  of  the  mere  expectant  of  favor,  nor  i  house  of  the  Lord— believe  me,  your 
corroded  by  the  dreadful  workings  of  a  j  professions  will  be  turned  to  your  le-, 
mind  in  fear.  But  as  childreu  come  to  a  ;  proach.  The  world  will  only  believe  you  '■ 
beneficent  and  fond  parent,  so  t!ie  wor-i  sincere,  when  you  act  •^ittc;  relv;  and  will! 
shipper  approaches  his  God  with  couC  .never  respect  vour  prof,  ssions,  till  you. 


(lenee,  afleotion  and  jov. 


show  that  yon  resjiect  them  ! 


'  There  is  still  another  consideration, 
which  must  not  be  passed  over  in  sileuce, 
You  tinploy  a  moral  and  talented  nun, 
to  preaeli,  at  stat'  d  seasons,  the  doetiine 
of  divine  tnith,  and  to  aid  in  otfering  up 
the  public  devotions.  Can  the  objects 
, of  his  ministration  be  attained  without 
,your  presence  ?  You  are  in  earnest  that 
your  children  should  imbibe  the  maxims 
of  truth  and  virtue — but  can  you  expect 
them  to  do  so,  merely  by  erecting  this 
beautiful  house  ?  Those  objects  will  be 
best  attained  liy  accompanying  them  here. 

Your  minister  will  also  be  encouraged 
by  your  presence — he  can  give  no  in- 
instruction  to  bare  walls  and  vacant  seals; 
'nor  will  strangers  flock  to  that  sanctuary 
which  is  abandoned  by  liis  aequaintan- 
,ces  and  friends.  If,  therefore,  you  would 
promote  the  cause  of  truth — if  you  would 
see  “the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  prosper 
in  your  hands” — if  you  would  see  this 
house  filled  with  devout  worshippers— 
if  you  would  convince  the  world  of  the 
sincerit)  of  your  professions— you  will 
jeome  up  hither — wait  at  this  altar,  and 
,liere  tender  your  devotions  to  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven. 

And  now,  O  God,  we  dedicate  this 
house  to  the  solemn  purposes  of  thy  wor¬ 
ship  and  praise,  and  to  the  promulgation 
of  thv  truth— here  may  thy  people  wor¬ 
ship  tliee  in  spirit  and  in  truth— and  let 
|this  place  be  to  all  who  here  shall  callup- 
on  thy  name— “noue  other  than  the  house 
of  God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven.”— 
Amen. 

Tlip  foUovviiig  anecdote  is  from  the  Eitnptm 

vVas’o:i)if. 

“  A  famous  general  in  tlie  Muscovite  scrvico, 
having  come  to  Paris  for  the  recovery  of  hii 
wounds,  brought  along  with  him  a  young  Turk, 
vvlioin  he  had  taken  prisoner.  Some  of  the  doc¬ 
tors  of  the  Sorlionne  (who  are  altogether  as  posi¬ 
tive  as  the  dorvises  of  Conslantiiioplel  thinKi!i!r 
it  a  pity  that  the  poor  Turk  should  be  damned  for 
want  of  instruction,  solicited  Mustapha  very  baid 
to  turn  cliristian,  and  promised,  for  his  encour¬ 
agement,  plenty  of  gcxid  wine  in  this  world,  and 
paradi.se  in  the  next.  These  allurements  were 
too  powerful  to  be  resisted,  and  therefore  havin? 
been  well  insf meted  and  catechised,  he  atlaf 
agreed  to  receive  the  sacraments  of  baptism  ami 
the  Lord's  supper.  The  priest,  however,  to  make 
every  tiling  sure  and  solid,  still  continued  hisin- 
stmetions,  and  began  his  catechism  next  day  with 
the  usual  question — ‘  How  many  Gods  arc  there!' 
‘  None  at  all,’  replied  Benedict,  for  that  was  his 
new  name.  ‘How!  none  at  all!’  cried  tho  priest. 
‘  To  be  sure,’  said  the  honest  proselyte ;  ‘  you  have 
told  me  all  along  tliere  is  but  one  God,  and  yc^ 
terday  1  cat  him!’  ” 

OLIVER  CROMWELLr 

After  he  was  settled  in  the  protectorship,  be 
gave  orders  for  several  pieces  of  ordnanre  to  be 
immediately  cast :  it  was  desired  to  knew  his 
pleasure,  what  arms  should  be  u(x>n  them  ? 
which  ho  answered,  the  arms  of  the  fciuinon- 
wnalth  of  England :  and  at’**  '*  h  Iiiil.'’  ti;'ie  added, 
“and  l"t  the  motto  upon  tiiean  l>s, 
lips,  and  viir  mouths  shall  shiw  fnrlh  Ihtj 
These  pieces  were  all  broken  up  at  the  restora¬ 
tion. — Mmithhi Magazine,  ]?I2. 
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^i>VOC4lT£.  Iiy  the  bye  stands  directly  between. the  5lh  and  j 

-  7lh,)  wliich  read.s  thus:  “For  0/ THIS  sort  are 

UTiCA,  SATURDAY.  AT  RIL  8.  IP30 _ v  houses,  and  lead  captive  siu-T 

.  T.  r.  ...  '  woMa.v,”  fic.  I  low  appropriate!  how  particular  ! 

LEI  lEIl  1\.  I  ,  .  ,  .  ■  .  ,  •. 

how  e.iactly  does  this  lansuace  desenbe  certain 

TO  REV.  D.  C.  lAVSING,  ll  ,, 

..  r.f  c  J  n  L  !  •  ni  L  ■  I  characters  111  this  age  of  the  world  !  Forvoiihad 

Padorof  till  Second  Presbidenmi  Church  in  I.  hca.  \  .  ,  7  .  • 

...  .  ,,  ,  ,  ,,  just  r'’ad  over  (previous  to  commencing  your  scr- 

Sir — I  tccl  myselt  again  called  upon  to  addres.s  •’  ,  ,  ,  ,  .  , 

, t..  .  /•  1.1.  jinonithe  names  ot  several  females,  wnoni  you 

voii  publicly  on  the  subject  of  vuur  late  lectures  on '1,  ,,  ,  .  .  r 

^  ,  I  '  ...  1-  .  j'  had  thus  “led  aw.ay  captive,  as  candidates  tor 

Univcrsahsm.  Though  I  have  lully  discharged |i  t  > 

my  duty  to  you,  in  a  former  communication ;  and  fhureh  the  next  Sabbath !  U  ho 

/  ,  -  -  !;  can  doubt  the  npplicatiou  of  the  apostle’s  w  orus 

Ihouch  I  consider  you  bo  vond  the  reach  of  armi- 1  .  ^  ‘ 

A  1  4  •  A  44  ’  •  *u  *  ;,m  this  case  ? 

roent,  dcterinincd  notio  exercise  that  reason  with  I  ,  1,4. 

,,  i;  lhi$,  Sir,  may  be  considered  as  “answering  a 
which  God  has  endowed  you,  and  your  “heart” I  ^  -7 

.  1  I.  fool  according  to  Ins  folly.”  By  it  you  can  judge 

80  “fully  set  in  you  to  do  evil,  ’  that  neither  gen-  ,7  ,  ^  I  i  l.  • 

,  V  ^  cxpcrimenlallv  how  :t  seems,  to  have  such  epi- 

tlc  persuasion  nor  severe  rebuke  will  have  anv ’*1  V  1  *1?  .•  .i  1  i  j 

,  ..A  *  thets  and  appellations  as  the  above  heaped  upon 

ciiect  on  you  whatever  ;  yet  duty  to  my  (ickI,  to  i  ,  .  1  .  ^  1  ^1  .1  * 

^  \  one’s  selt.  Had  I  tlie  least  idea  that  you  were 

my  own  conscKJncc,  to  the  caupc  in  which  I  am  ,  .  vi  1  ••  u  • 

,  .  1  ,  ,  ,  ,  . honest,  candid,  and  serious  in  your  charges  against 

cneaged,  and  to  an  insulted  and  abused  public,  .  ,  ,  1 .1.  4  j- 1  •  1  1  r 

^  \ ^  ,,  ,  ‘  !  Univcrsalists,  and  that  you  did  sincerely  believe 

require  this  labor  at  my  hand  ;  and  you  mav  rest  ,  ^  **  i"!  .  *  4U>..^  ik«4  ,  . 

>  ,  ,  ,  •  I  one //(d/ that  you  stated  about  them  that  evening, 

assured,  that  when  duty  to  these,  requires  it,  r  ,  1  n  •  rrr  .41  i  . 

’  *  ’1  should  write  in  a  dilT.rtnl  style.  I  would  rea- 

shall  not  be  backward  in  obeying  the  call.  j  1  1  1  *1  i .  ,.i  1 

•  ^  'son,  and  pli-ad,  and  argue  with  yon ;  yea,  I  would 

Should  any  part  of  this  communication  appear  ■  44  entreat  you  as  a  father,”  to  reconsider  what  you 
like  }ielding  to  Solomon’s  proverbial  exhortation,  stated,  to  review  the  subject,  and  again  look  into 
to  “answer  a  fool  according  to  his  folly,”  it  will  jth^t  system  against  which  you  so  liberallv  hurled 
be,  that  you  may  not  “be  wise” in  the  conceit  of;  envenomed  shafts  of  unmingled  ' malice. 
yom  followers,  rather  than  of  your  “o.cn  conceit.”  I  I  f„„y  p^r^u^ded  there  wa.s  no  hon- 

.\nd  should  the  antWAMw  of  this  proverb_“  an- L,ty  nor  candor  in  what  you  said :  and  certainly 
ewer  not  a  fool  according  to  his  folly” — he  observ- .  there  was  no  gentleness,  nor  dignity,  nor  jiolitc- 
cd,  it  will  surely  be  for  this  reason  operating  on  ,‘ncss  in  it.  Not  for  your  sake,  therefore,  but  for 
mj  mind  ‘  lest  thou  be  like  Iiirn.”  jj  ,jjy  readers  and  the  public,  I  shall  no- 

I  was  present  at  your  last  Sunday  evening’s :]  ticc  jj,  ji  serious  manner  some  of  your  charges 
meeting,  and  heard  what  you  stated  to  be  the  ll^j,d  imputations  against  Univcrsalists. 
closing  or  last  of  your  thirteen  lectures  on  Vniver- ;  you  stated  that  “Univcrsalists  study  the  bible, 
salism.  Your  text  was  read  in  1  John.iv.  1.  “Be-!  ,rue  ;  and  many  of  them  arc  very  fluent  in 
loved,  believe  not  every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits,  rj^oting  the  scriptures  ;  but  then  they  study  it 
whether  they  are  of  God;  for  many  fal.se  prophets  'merely  to  pervert  its  meaning,  misrepresent  its 
arc  gone  out  into  the  world.”  Tliis  text.  Sir,  I  I  truths,  and  solclj  with  a  view  to  support  their 
believe  was  not  only  verified  m  the  dny.s  of  the  particular  doctrine.  Neither  the  morality 

apostle  who  penned  it,  but  tliat  we  have  both  oc-  '  religion  of  the  bible,  will,  or  can  benefit 

cular  and  auricular  demonstration  of  its  truth  and  i  ,mdcr  these  circumstances.  For  they  study 
more  full  verification  in  the  present  day.  After  ^rdcr  to  explain  aicay  its  meaning  ” 

repeating  your  text,  you  turned  to  2  Timothy,  4tli  I  ^an  you,  can  any  rational  person,  bc- 

ehaptcr,  and  read  the  first  five,  and  7th  verses:  of  Univcrsalists  ?  What  motive 

This  know  also,  that  in  the  last  dajs  perilous  1^,^^  have  for  adopting  such  a  course  as  thi.s? 
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limes  small  come.  For  men  sh.all  be  lovers  of  i 


.Arc  sve  not  as  much  interested  in  the  truths  eon- 


their  own  selves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud,  W«-  !  tamed  in  the  bible  as  any  people  in  the  world  1 
pWr»,  disobedient  to  parents,  unthankful,  un- certainly  can  have  no  interest  in  error  or 
holy,  without  natural  aflection,  trucc-brcackers,  '(-..igehood.  And  if  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery 
fake  accusers,  incontinent,  fierce,  despistrs  of  those  bible,  wc  are  as  much  interested 

that  are  good,  traitors,  heady,  high  minded,  lovers  j  it  any  class  of  people  can  be.  Were 

ofpIca.surc  more  than  lovers  of  God,  having  a  popularitv,  and  seeking 

form  of  godliness,  but  denying  the  power  thereof:  i  applause  of  men,  we  should  certainly  take  a 
from  such  turn  away.”  [Here  I  involuntarily  ;  jifferent  course— we  should  follow  on  in  the  popu- 
found  my  head  “  turned  away”  from  the  speaker.]  ^.jtij  yoursel.*;  and  lean  on  the  preju- 

Ever  learning,  and  never  able  to  come  at  the  ijjces,  and  fatten  on  the  credulity  of  the  people. 
nncledge  of  the  truth."  oppose  the  popular  dogmas  of  the 

After  reading  the  almvc,  you  turned  to  your|ijgy  g„l,ject  ourselves  to  the  reproach  and 
conp-egation  and  said,  “  Such  a  serrteDCC,  such  a  o  enmity  of  high-toned  Phaiis<  es  and  pers.-euting 
paiticular  description  as  thi.s,  one  w.ould  think,  bigots:  And  can  it  be  beimved  that  in  sddiuonto 
would  close  all  controversy  for  ever, in  relation  to  jj,is,  we  arc  voluntarily  exposing  ours'-lvrs  to 
the  pi  rsons,  or  the  cla-s  of  persons,  here  intended  endless  torments  in  the  future  world  ?  Impossi- 
by  the  apostle.’  And  so  thought  1,  Mr.  Lan-  ble!  Were  we  disposed  to  Iw  dislionest,  wc 
•ing.  I  thought,  however,  your  hearers  would  would  certainly  be  dishonest  in  tli*  .oc/V-ir  wain 
have  known  iMUte-  hew  to  make  the  application,  jhat  if  no  motive  with  reference  t  i  an  hereafter 
and  wiiat  particular  sort  of  pi-oplc  were  intended  cquI,}  influence  us,  we  might  at  least  have  a  prt- 
hy  the  apostle,  had  you  rea  1  the  _6lh  verse,  (which  motive  to  lead  u.s  to  such  conduct. 


You  stated  that  “  the  grand  design  of  God  in 
revealing  his  will,  must  have  been  to  increase 
holiness  among  men :  notliing,  therefore,  can  ap¬ 
pear  in  that  revelation  which  is  hostile  to  holi¬ 
ness.  Hence,  the  doctrine,  under  consideration 
(viz.  Universalism)  cannot  be  of  God— cannot  bo 
taught  in  his  revelation — for  we  have  seen  in  these 
lectures,  that  it  does  not  produce  holiness,  but 
'  the  reverse.”  1  lore.  Sir,  your  predicate  is  correct ; 
but  your  conclusion  is  false  and  unfounded.  For 
in  your  lectures  you  have  asserted,  without  proof, 

I  or  the  shadow  of  evidence,  that  Universalism  is 
I  immoral  and  licentious  in  its  tendency.  I  might 
;  assume  the  same  premises,  and  assert  the  same 
;  of  Presbyterianism— that  it  was  licentious,  anil 
therefore  could  not  be  of  God — with  as  much  pro- 
pnety,  and  I  tliink  with.more  truth,  than  you  do 
of  Universalism.  Can  it  be,  .Sir,  if  God  designed 
'  to  increase  holiness  zinong  men  by  tlie  revelation 
I  of  Ids  will,  that  he  will  place  any  of  them  in  a 
condition  w  lu-rc  they  must  cUrnully  remain  unho¬ 
ly  1  If  he  designed  to  prevent  sin,  will  he  fix  any 
;of  hi.s  creatures  in  a  state  of  endless  sin,  as  your 
theory  maintains  that  he  will  ? 

I  You  say  of  Universmlisni,  that  it  makes  all  the 
'  threatenings  of  God  perfect  folly  and  nonsense. 
As  examples  of  the  exiiositioiis  of  Univcrsalists, 
and  their  manner  of  explaining  away  the  tlueat- 
;  cnings,  you  stated  that  they  held  (he  meaning  of 
these  words,  (Mark  xvi.  16,  and  John  iii.  36,) — “he 
that  belicvcth  and  is  baptised  shall  be  saved,  but  he 
that  belicvcth  not  shall  be  damned,”  “  shall  not 
jeoo  life,”  &c,  to  be  this,  viz.  “  He  that  belicvcth 
shall  be  saved,  and  he  that  belicvcth  not  shall  go 
,to  heaven:”  and  the  meaning  of  Matt.  v.  29,  30, 

'  respecting  “  plucking  out  right  eyes,  and  cutting 
'  off’  right  hands,”  &.c.  to  be  tliis :  “  If  thy  right  eye 
I  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out  and  cast  it  from  thee ;  for  it 
•  IS  better  to  go  to  heaven  with  one  eye,  than  to  go 
!  to  heaven  with  two  good  eyes !”  “  If  thy  right 
.  hand  offend  thee,  cut  it  off* ;  for  it  is  better  to  be 
a  good  man  and  have  one  hand  and  one  eye,  than 
to  be  a  bad  man  and  have  two  hands  and  two 
'  eyes  !”  You  then  exclaimed,  in  view'  of  these  ex¬ 
positions  which  you  imputed  to  Univcrsalist.s,  “O, 
^  what  folly !  what  presumption !  this  is  putting 
i nonsense  into  the  mouth  of  God  Almighty!” 
Now,  Mr.  Lansing,  you  did  certainly  know  bet¬ 
ter  than  this.  In  thc.se  statements,  you  did  most 
maliciously,  and  wilfully  pervert,  misrepresent 
I  and  caricature  Universalism;  and  you  knew  it,  in 
the  time  of  it.  Y'ou  I;nrw  no  Universalist  ever 
[did  thus  believe,  or  thus  preach,  or  thus  write. 
|Youknew  these  imputations  against  Universal- 
ists  were  as  false  and  as  wicked  as  the  heart  that 
'conceived  them.  And  if  any  thing  in  the  world 
could  convince  me  of  the  truth  of  tbe  doctrine  of  fo- 
:  tal  depravily,  certainly  tlie  wiekedncits  &  depravity 
1  you  manifested  that  evening,  while  professedly 
I  in  the  semce  of  G6d,  would  be  set  down  as  among 
;  the  strongest  evidences  of  its  truth. 

Suppose,  Sir,  I  were  to  represent  your  views  of 
;  the  above  texts,  thus:  “Mr.  Lansing  preaches 
'  that,  he  *hat  bf  lievetlj  not  shall  inevitably  be  eter¬ 
nally  damned — all  mankind  cither  are,  or  have 
'  once  been,  unbelievers:  therefore  Mr.  Lansing 
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preaches  that  all  mankind  will  be  eternally  dam- 1 
tied!  O,  what  folly!  what  presumption!”  Again:) 
“  Mr.  Lansing  preaches  that  no  man  can  go  to  j 
heaven,  but  certainly  will  go  to  an  endless  hell,  j 
unless  he  literally  plucks  out  his  right  eye,  and 
literally  cuts  off  his  right  hand:  not  a  single, 
member  of  Mr.  Lansing’s  church,  nor  a  single  | 
Presbyterian  in  the  United  States,  has  ever  <lon<-  j| 
this  :  therefore  all  Prcsbylcrian.s  in  this  country,  ]■ 
Mr.  Lansing's  church  included,  and  himself  with  j 
them,  (for  I  perceive  you  have  two  hands  and  two  ;! 
eyes,)  will  certainly  go  to  an  endless  hell.”  This,  ji 
sir,  would  be  as  fair  a  statement  of  your  preach-  |! 
ing,  and  I  contend  fairer,  than  you  gave  of  the 
expositions  ofUniversalists.  For  yon  gave  no  ex- 
planation  of  these  texts  at  all,  other  than  literiil, ' 
but  left  your  hearers  to -infer  that  you  b.iievcd, 
unless  a  man  literally  pluckerl  out  an  eye  and  eut 
off  a  hand,  that  he  must  go  to  hell.  ! 

I  shall  now  state  briefly  my  views  of  these  texts, !  1 
not  on  3’our  account,  but  on  account  of  my  read-  j' 
ers  and  the  public.  Mark,  xii;  16.  “He  that  , 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned,”  or  condemned,  j! 
(the  original  being  the  same  for  both  words,)  and  i, 
.Tolm,  iii ;  .36,  are  explained  by  their  parallel,  John, 
iii;18.  “He  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  ll 
ALREADT,l>ccauschc  hath  not  believed  in  the  name  i 
of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.”  The  believer  |! 
“enters  into  rest,”  “hath  the  witness  in  himself,”  [• 
“liath  eternal  life,”  (for  “this  IS  life  eternal  that  j 
they  might  know  the  only  true  God,  and  .Jesus  | 
Christ  whom  he  has  sent,”)  and  rejoices  in  the  ! 
Ivopo  of  at«Mmorto.tttjr  Oiiotigl,  Joi-u9  Christ,  heing  || 
“saved”  from  doubt,  darkness,  fear  and  mental] 
wretchedness. 

But  the  unbeliever  is  damned,  or  “condemned 
alre.adj’,”  “makes  God  a  liar,”  (or  treats  him  as 
■uch,)  “bceause  ho  believeth  not  the  record  that  i 
God  gave  of  his  Son;  and  tlih  is  the  record,  that  God  • 
hilh  given  to  tis  etenud  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his 
Hon.''  In  consequence  of  disbelieving  this,  the  , 
unbeliever  is  in  doubt,  darkness,  and  uncertainty, 
under  condemnation.  But  he  couhl  not  treat 
God  as  a  liar,  nor  bo  condemned  for  not  believing, 
if  it  were  not  a  fact  that  eternal  life  was  the  gift  I 
of  God,  for  him,  through  Jesus  Christ.  There¬ 
fore  his  condemnation  will  remain  just  as  long, 
amjl  no  longer  than  he  remains  an  unbeliever. —  , 
Neither  of  these  texts  declare  that  any  of  the  hu-  , 
man  family  will  ctcniall}’  remain  unbelievers ;  nor 
does  either  of  them  mention  or  hint  at  the  Joe-  ^ 
trine  of  endless  misery.  It  is  only  on  the  ground  i 
that  all  men  will  finally  become  believers,  that 
we  maintain,  agreeably  to  the  general  tenor  of 
scripture,  that  all  will  finally  be  saved. 

The  meaning  of  our  Saviour’s  words,  (Matthew 
V.  29,  30,  and  its  parallel,  Mark  ix.  4.3 — 47.)  “  It  ' 
is  profitable  for  thee  that  one  of  thy  members  , 
should  perish  and  not  that  thy  whole  body  slmuld 
be  cast  into  hell was  undoubtedly  this :  That 
it  was  better  for  those  w  ho  heard  him.  to  forego 
some  of  their  present  enjoyments,  to  relinquish  j 
some  of  their  temporal  interests,  whether  stations 
or  offices  of  honor,  emolument  or  profit,  that  they 
might  hold  under  the  civil  or  religious  economy  of  I 
the  Jews,  (even  though  tliey  might  be  as  dear  to  ^ 


them  as  right  eyes  or  right  hands,)  and  thus  “en-  'i  peated  with  so  much  apparent  e.xultation,  I  oh 
ter  info  life,”  or  “  the  kingdom  of  heaven,”  or  the  |  serve,  learned  commentators  differ  widely  respcc! 


gospel  dispensation,  by  becoming  followers  of  ing  the  import  of  the  passage.  As  the  word  soul, 
him  ;  than  it  would  be  to  retain  those  stations  or  is  susceptible  of  different  constructions,  (in  many 


advantages,  and  remain  out  of  his  kingdom,  or  j  or  most  pas.sages  signifying  animal  life,  as  in 
the  light  of  the  gospel,  and  be  subjected  to  the  j  Matt.  xvi.  26.)  some  have  supposed  that  tlic 


awful  pu.nishments  and  drea  lfbl  eaiamities  that  ;  power  Jesus  warned  his  disciples  to  fear,  was, 
would  shortly  overwhelm  that  nation  in  ruin.  ||tlie  power  of  the  executioners  of  the  law,  who  had 


The  word  here  renilcrcd  hill,  is,  in  the  original,  '  not  only  the  power  of  taki.ng  life,  but  of  taking  it 
Gthe/ina,  literally  the  valley  of  Ilinnom,  situated  a !  Jn  the  most  shocking  manner  imaginable,  even  by 


little  to  the  south  cast  from  Jeni.salem ;  a  place 
as  familiar  to  the  Jews  as  the  Mohawk  river  is  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Utica.  In  this  valley  the  Jews, 
in  our  Saviour’s  time,  kept  a  fire  consfantl  .  burn¬ 
ing  in  which  to  consume  the  carcasses  and  offals 
of  beasts,  and  the  filth  that  was  carried  out  of  the 
city.  This  circumstance  accounts  for  the  phrase¬ 
ology  in  Mark,  “where  their  worm  dieth  not  and 
the  lire  is  not  quenched.”  This  place  had  for¬ 
merly  been  u.sed  for  those  abominable  sacrifices, 
in  which  the  idolatrous  Jew  s  had  caused  their 
children  to  jiass  through  the  fire  to  Moloch.  A  par¬ 
ticular  place  in  this  valley  was  called  Tophel;  in 
Hebrew,  thc.firf  stove,  inwliich  gome  suppose  they 
burned  their  children  alive  to  the  above  idol.  Af¬ 
ter  the  cessation  of  idolatry  among  the  Jews,  their 
Sanhedrin,  or  grand  council,  frequently  inflicted 
punislimcnt  upon  the  worst  of  criminals,  by  burn¬ 
ing  them  alive,  in  heU,  or  the  valley  of  Ilinnom.  In 
reference  to  these  dreadful  scenes,  that  were  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  name  Gehenna,  our  Saviour  un¬ 
doubtedly  uses  the  phrase  Gehenna,  (hell,)  and  e 
Gehenna  tnu  puros,  (the  hell  of  fire)  figurati'ly,  to 
represent  the  dreadful  calamities  and  sufferings 
of  the  Jews,  or  the  unbelieving  part  of  Israel, 
when  the  measure  of  their  iniquities  should  be 
full,  and  wrath  should  come  upon  them  to  the  ut¬ 
most — xvhen  Jenisalem  itse(f  should  be  the  fire  stove 
or  Tophel  of  Gehenna,  the  furnace  in  vvhich  God 
would  gather  that  wicked  people,  (as  brass  and 
tin,  and  iron,  and  lead  arc  gathered  in  the  midst 
of  the  furnace,)  and  blow  upon  them  in  the  fire  of 
his  wrath,  and  melt  them.  (Sec  Ezek.  xxi.  31, 
32,  and  xxii.  17 — 22.) 

The  disciples  of  (Jirist,  by  plucking  out  right 
eyes  and  cutting  off'  right  hands  in  the  sense  in¬ 
tended,  or  becoming  followers  of  Jesus,  receiving 
Iris  instructions  and  obeying  his  admonitions, 
were  enabled  to  escape  with  their  lives,  by  flee¬ 
ing  from  Jerusalem  when  they  saw  it  compassed 
with  armies;  (as  he  had  told  them  they  should 
know  thereby,  that  the  desolation  thereof  was 
nigh;)  but  the  unbelieving  Jews  were  overwhelmed 
with  calamities  and  destruction  when  the  meas¬ 
ure  of  their  ini<|uitics  was  full.  “  For  if  the  righ¬ 
teous  scarcely  be  saved,  where  shall  the  ungodly 
and  the  sinner  appear?”  Or  if,  as  by  a  miracle, 
the  disciples  were  enabled  to  escape  with  life  to 
the  city  of  Pella,  when  Jerusalem  was  destroyed, 
what  fate  mu.<t  await  those  who  heeded  not  the 
instructions  of  Jesus,  not  knowing  when  the  de¬ 
solation  of  their  city  would  come,  but  continued 
to  add  sin  to  sin,  every  day  of  their  lives  ? 

Respecting  the  te.xt,  that  speaks  of  destroying 


burning  alive  in  hell,  or  Gehenna,  thus  destroying 
I  the  life,  or  soul,  and  body  together ,  who  also 
had  the  power  of  taking  life  in  various  other 
ways,  and  exposing  the  dead  carcass,  to  rot  above 
ground,  to  be  devoured  by  worms,  to  be  refused 
the  right  of  burial,  that  it  might  be  “an  abhorring 
unto  all  flesh,”  (Sec  Isa.  l.xvi.  24.)  and  thus  dis¬ 
grace  their  names  and  memories.  See  Dr.  .V 
Clark,  on  Matt.  v.  2*2,  and  other  places,  relative 
to  the  different  tribunals  among  the  Jews,  and  the 
different  degrees  of  punishment  those  tribunals 
could  inflict.  Others  have  supposed  no  other  bc- 
I  ing  could  be  meant  but  God.  But  allowing  God 
I  to  be  the  being  mentioned,  it  by  no  means  proves 
that  he  will  destroy  any  of  his  children  in  hell,  in 
*  another  slate  of  being;  his  having  the  power  te 
‘  do  it,  no  more  proves  that  he  w  ill  do  it,  th.m  it 
'  proves  that  he  literally  rai.scd  up  seed  to  Abraham 
of  the  stones  of  thefield,  or  that  Christ  command¬ 
ed  “twelve  legions  of  angels”  to  come  to  his  as¬ 
sistance  when  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Jewisli 
High  Priests  and  Elders,  because  they  bad  posete 
I  to  do  it.  Much  less  does  it  prove  the  doctrine  of 
:  endless  misery;  for  the  word  destroy,  literally  sig¬ 
nifies,  to  mnihUale ;  and  if  the  soul  be  annihila¬ 
ted,  misery  will  of  course  cease.  But  you  do  not 
believe  God  ever  did,  or  ever  will  annihilate  a  soul. 
This  text  therefore,  cannot  be  at  all  to  your  pur- 
ipose.  Whatever  bo  its  true  import,  it  says  noth¬ 
ing  about  endless  misery.  3V'e  should  always  be 
careful  to  put  no  construction  upon  any  doubtful 
passage  of  scripture,  that  is  manifestly  against  the 
!  general  tenor  of  the  bible,  the  known  perfections 
^  of  the  Deity,  or  the  positive  declarations  of  plain 
unequivocal  texts ;  such  for  instance  os  dctlarc 
“God  is  love,” — He  “is  good  unto  all,and  his  ten¬ 
der  mercies  arc  over  all  his  works” — “He  loves 
;  all  the  things  that  arc,  and  abhors  nothing  that 
'  he  has  made — he  never  would  have  made  any 
thing  to  have  hated  it” — He  “is  the  Saviour  of  all 
'  men, — will  have  all  men  to  be  saved  and  come 
unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth” — He  is  “with- 
lout  variableness  or  shadow  of  turning.” 
i  Sir,  the  most  objectionable,  indecent  and  slaii- 
I  dcrous  part  of  your  last  Sunday  evening’s  har¬ 
angue  against  Univcrsolism,  remains  yet  to  be 
noticed.  I  shall  pursue  it  no  farther  in  tliis  let- 
I  ter,  but  reserve  the  remainder  till  next  week.  In 
the  mean  time  believe  me,  sir, 
j  Yours  with  as  much  respect  as  ever. 

D.  SKINNER. 


UNIVERSAl  1ST  CONVENTION. 

The  L'nivorsalist  Convention  of  the  State  of 
“  both  soul  and  liody  in  hell,”  or  casting  into  belli,  New  York  will  meet,  in  annual  session,  at  Utica, 


“  after  he  liath  killed  the  body,”  which  you  rc-.  on  the  second  Wednesday  (12th  day)  of  May 


KVANGELICAL.  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 


Ill 


next,  agreeable  to  its  last  adjournment.  This ^  cause  they  love  you,  and  do  all  the  good  for 


early  notice  is  given  in 


order  that  the  time  and  3.0“  Power;  and  when  you  know- 


will  consider  my  request  reasonable,  and  will  be 
disposed  to  grant  it.  I  am  a  conscientious  believ- 
I  er  in  the  impartial,  endless  goodness  of  God ;  but 


-  ,  n  a  »  that  they  love  you,  you  feci  happy  in  loving  them.  I  Cl  .11  ,..c  cunoi.  '-•iivi^  uuk 

place  of  meeting  may  be  generally  understood, .  q’jjp,,  happy  should  you  bo  when  you  know  |  if  you  can  convince  me  that  it  is  either  enoneous, 
and  that  the  delegates  appointed  to  attend  may  ^  ‘  '  '  .1  .  .  - ■  : — ^  - i:-ii - .  -  . 


have  their  memories  refreshed  in  season  to  be 
prepared  for  attending.  The  following  arc  the 
delegates  appointed  to  attend,  by  the  five  .\ssoci- 
ations  belonging  to  the  Convention;  viz. 


that  Go<l  and  Christ  love  you,  and  are  able  to  doj  or  pernicious  in  its  moral  influence  upon  mankind, 
so  much  more  for  you,  than  your  parents  are. —  i  I  will  relinquish  it :  for  I  am  deeply  interested  in 
Your  parents  never  died  for  you,  but  Christ  has  ;\  the  great  system  of  religious  tnitli,  and  wish  to 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION. 


BLACK  RIVER  ASSOCIATION. 

C.  G.  Person  and  i 


Pitt  Morse, 


Ministering  Brethren, 


John  C.  Foster,  of  Antwerp,  and  )  ,  ni.ii.™»a 
I^aac  Mendall,  of  EUisburgh,  \  W  ^eleg  s. 


he  died  that  you  might  know  how  well  he  loves 
you,  and  that  in  return  you  might  love  him  and  be 
nappy.  God  so  loved  you,  that  he  sent  his  son 
down  from  heaven  to  tell  you  of  Ids  love ;  not  to 


avail  myself  of  all  laudable  means  to  increase  the 
knowledge  of  it. 

If  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  comply  with 
my  request,  perhaps  I  shall  be  able  to  show  you 


CONVENTIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

tVm.  Underwood  and  i 
(Jeo.  Messinger, 

Bela  tVard,  Ksq.  of  Eaton’s  Bush,  and  )  ,  „  , 

Abraham  Marsh,  of  Salisbury,  j  Ucis. 

CHENANCO  ASSOCIATION. 

Nelson  Doolittle  and 
.lai.  S.  Sherburne, 

Kli  Tarble,  of  Smithvillc,  and  >  ,  „  t>  1  . 

Thomas  Brown,  of  New  Berlin,  J  delegates. 

HUDSON  RIVER  ASSOCIATION. 

A.  C.  Thomas  and 


I  Ministering  Brethren. 


Ministering  Brethren. 


tell  you  that  he  intends  to  send  you  to  a  lake  of  w-fierein  your  premises,  or  your  arguments  were 
fire  and  brimstone,  that  you  should  be  forever' defective.  In  that  case,  you  will  have  reason  to 
miserable.  No;  Chiistcameto  save  you  from!  bless  God  for  an  increase  of  knowledge,  and  to 
sin,  death  and  hell.  You  will  now  ask,  what  sin, '  “rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.” 
death  and  hell  are,  that  Christ  came  to  save  you  Being  personally  unacquainted  with  you,  and 
from.  Sin  is  disobedience  to  the  commands  of  not  having  hi;ard  the  discourse  in  question,  you 
God,  and  a  belief  that  God  hates  you,  or  any  may  possibly  think  I  ought  not  to  make  such  a  rc- 
of  the  human  race,  and  that  you  ought  to  hate  quest.  U’hynot?  If  you  have  rraf/y  refuted  the 
those  that  you  believe  Go<l  hates.  The  death,  is  (loctrine  which  I  teach,  ought  I  not  to  know  it  ? 

I  that  condemnation  for  sin  witiiin  yourselves,  and  I  do  not  feel  in  duty  bound  to  apologize  for  this 
I  a  sad,  gloomy  and  desponding  feeling  in  your  '  communication  :  iny  request  seems  to  spring  ra- 
!  hearts,  when  you  tliiiik  that  God  has  prepared  a  ;  tionally  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  1 
lake  of  tire  and  brimstone  to  cast  you  into  after  shall  expect  an  early  reply.  You  will  please  to 
you  arc  dead,  by  which  belief  you  become  dead  acci^t  the  expression  of  my  best  wishes  for  your 


i',1 


Bcnj.  U'hitteniore, 

EWazi  r  Dows,  of  Charlton,  and 
Win.  Kelsey,  of  Troy, 


Ministering  Brethren. 


j 


Delegates 


to  happiness.  The  hell,  in  one  sense,  is  the  grave, 
from  which  Christ,  who  is  the  Ressurrection  and 
the  life,  shall  raise  you  at  the  last  day.  In  ano¬ 
ther  sense  it  is  the  keen  anguish  which  you  suf¬ 
fer,  when  your  imaginations  present  to  you  the 
misery  of  the  damned,  and  inflate  you  with  the 
same  vindictive  feelings  that  you  believe  God 
possesses, 
you  " 

you  should  'beliere  that  he  is  good,  and  that  yon 
shoidd  exercise  the  same  love  to  one  another,  that  he 
^doestoyoii.  Christ  calls  liimsclf  your  sAcp/ierd; 
'  and  you,  lie  calls  his  Iambi,  He  says  he  loves 
you  and  wiii  shelter  you  fu>m  all  harm.  Now 
God  never  changes  his  mind,  neither  docs  his 
son  Jesus  Christ ;  so  that  if  they  love  you  now, 
ovc  you.  Your  parents,  when 
they  chastise  you,  "lo  not  wisrt  to  make  you  mis¬ 
erable  for  one  moment,  witliout  a  benevolent  de- 


welfare.  '  Yours  very  respectfully. 

Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell.  P.' MORSE. 


RF.MOVAI.. 

Br.  Isaac  AVhitnall,  late  of  Ogden,  Monroe  co. 
lias  recently  removed  to  Farmingham,injhe  towiiji  they  ajways  will  love  you. 
of  Barre,  Orleans  co.  tVo  are  happy  to  learn 
that  with  his  characteristic  zeal  and  faithfulness 
he  is  constantly  engaged  as  an  Evangelist,  preach- ! ;  tion,  you  may  hereafter,  be  more  hap;  v,  by  doing 


LETTER  II. 

lVatertoien,Jan.ZOlh,  1830. 
Sir: — On  the  Z-Uh  of  September  last,  1  addres- 
,,  ^  sed  a  note  to  you,  requesting  you  to  furnish  me 

esses.  These  are  what  Christ  came  to  sate  \  with  a  copy  of  the  discourse  against  Universa- 
from.  All  that  God  requires  of  you,  is,  that '  lism,  which  you  delivered  at  a  camp  meeting.  As 
1.1 I..  1  1  you  have  most  probably  received  my  letter,  and 

nave  not  had  the  civility  to  make  me  any  reply ; 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  hold  up  a  mirror  before 
you,  in  order,  if  possible  tobring  you  to  your  sen¬ 
ses.  I  assure  you  sir,  you  would  long  since  havo 
heard  from  me  again  on  this  subject,  if  ill  health 
had  not  prevented.  Do  you.  Sir,  f.'cl  it  your  du¬ 
ty  to  disregard  the  rules  of  ’common  politeness  ? 
Were  you  not  in  duty  bound,  cither  to  grant  my 
request,  or  offer  some  reason  why  you  did  not 
sign  ,  but  they  desire  that  by  means  of  the  correc- 1  choose  to  grant  it  ?  In  a  similar  case,  would  you 


ing  the  gospel  of  “  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  i  niore  good.  So,  when  God  chasti.ses  j  ou,  by  any 

people.”  Ilis  labors  are  extended  through  the  d”cs  it  foryour  good-tha.  you  may 

‘  ‘  -  know  what  affliction  and  pain  are,  so  tiiat  you 

towns  of  Riga,  Sweden,  Clarendon,  Murray,: 

Barre,  Ridgeway,  and  Elba.  His  labors,  we  learn,  i '  other  unhappy.  If  you  love  your  parents,  .broth 


be  willing  that  another  man  shoiih!  treat  you  with 
entile  neglect  ?  Arc  you  willing  that  the  Kev. 
Mr.  Mitchell,  Pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  in 
know  what  affliction  and  pain  are,  so  tliat  you !  Watertown,  should  be  considered- a  olo'.vn? 

In  my  former  letter,  I  assured  you,  I  would  rc 


arc  successful  in  building  up  the  cause  of  Zion  in ; 
the  west. 


ers  and  sisters,  anti  every  body  else,  and  strive 
to  make  them  happy,  God  will  bless  you  and  make 
yon  happy.  There  is  no  devil  to  harm  yon  but 


.linquish  the  doctrine  of  impartial  grace,  if  you 
could  convince  me  that  it  is  either  erroneous,  or 
!  pernicious.  It  appears  you  have  no  faith  in  your 
j  ability  to  prove,  either  the  falsity,  or  destructive 


[for  the  Jilagazuie  and  Mvocale.] 

Mr.  Editor: — Dear  Sir,  having  the 
ti  lence  in  your  choice  of  the  better  means 
moting  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  truth, 
init  wholly  to  you,  the  propriety  of  rejecting  or'i 
iniblishing,  whatever  I  shall  fonvard  to  yon.  |  1 
lave  been  induced  to  send  you  the  following,  from  <  j 
the  conviction  that  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the 
‘‘twig  should  be  rightly  bent and  as  the  first 
ideas  conceived  by  eliifdren  are  the  most  lasting. 


1 1  your  own  evil  dispositions;  no  hell  which  you  [' tendency  of  that  doctrine ;  otherwise  you  would 


all,  and  be  happy. 


possibly  be  ablo 
premi.ses,  or  ymir  argu- 
ind  thereby  furnish  you 
with  additional  knowledge  on  the  subject ;  if  you 
would  give  me  a  copy  of  your  sermon.  For  feat 
I  should  do  this;  you  make  no  reply.  Thus  do 
you  close  your  eyes  against  the  truth ! 

I  have  been  informed.  Sir,  that  the  sermon  of 

thcvViuTht  io  lie'notic^^^^^  nTto'KX'  a!!’ ' i  lowing  letters  an  early' insertion  in  your  highly  |i 'y^ich  I  requested  a  copy,  was  of  a  ^andolous 

nn.l  inn  aivln  tnr>  tbnt  flinu  nnn '' valticd  papcr?  Tlicy  havc  both  liocn  reccivcd  by  l!  <^haractcr — that  it  was  a  repetition  of  the  low  sw- 

P.  M. 


[  For  the  JilagazUu  and  Advoeate.] 

IVaterloWH,  Jilarch  25th,  1330, 
Br,  Skinner : — Will  you  please  to  give  the  fol- 


dressed  publicly,  and  in  a  style  too,  that  they  can , 
understand,  bur  country  is  full  of  Orthodox  j 
tracts,  addressed,  not  to  children’s  understand¬ 
ing,  but  to  their  terrified  imaginations.  I 

AN  ADDRESS  TO  CHILDREN.  j 
“SuTler  little  children  to  come  unto  mc,and  for- ; 
bid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  iicav- 


paper? 
Mr.  Mitchell. 


They 

Fraternally  yours, 

LETTER  I.’  j 

Watertown  Sept.  24th,  1929.  I 
Rev.  and  Dear  Sir : — I  have  been  informed, ' 
that  on  the  llth  inst.  at  the  Methodist  camp' 
meeting,  attended  in  this  town,  you  delivered  a 


en.”  What  happifying  sensations  docs  this  af-  'discourse,  designed  to  disprove  the  doctrine  of 
ford  you,  children  I'to  be  thus  assured  of  the  love||  Universalism;  and  that  your  discoutsc  was  whol- 
ofGod,  by  his  son  Jesus  Christ;  who  also  says  [ily,  or  in  part,  written. 


casm  and  vulgar  misrepresentation,  contained  in 
a  discourse  delivered  some  years  since,  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  by  one  Haynes,  which  has  gone  through 
nearly  twenty  editions,  to  gratify  the  violent  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  most  ignorant  part  of  community ! 
If  such  were  the  fact,  it  is  not  surprising  that  you 
should  be  ashamed  of  that  sermon,  and  carefully 
retain  it  in  your  own  possession  !  Haynes’  ser¬ 
mon  has  been  refuted  times  without  number,  but 
for  want  of  something  better,  it  has  been  kept  in 
I  have  been  told.  Sir,  that  you  fre- 


thatyoushallbc  joint-heirs  with  him  in  the  happi-;  I  The  object.  Sir,  of  my  addressing  ymi  at  this  1  circulation, 
ness  which  God’s  love  produces.  To  be  assured  j  time  is,  respectfully  to  request  you  to  furnish  me  quently  assured  your  hearers,  during  the  discourse 
tliat  you  shall  go  to  heaven,  where  you  will  meet'!  with  a  copy  of  that  discourse.  As  your  discourse  !  in  question,  that  you  stood  ready  to  prove  all  you 
all  your  friends  and  be  forever  happy  ;  to  know  | !  was  probably  prepared  with  care — 'lesigntxl  for  j  then  asserted.  If  so,  how  am  I  to  clear  you  from 
that  God  does,  always  did,  and  forever  leill  love  i !  the  benefit  of  eonununity — and  doubtless  in  your 'j  the  charge  of  coirardiee  and  rank  hypocrisy?  I 
you ;  should  make  yon  strive  to  do  all  the  good  ' estimation,  containe<I  conclusive  arguments  a-  ‘  should  be  very  glad  thus  to  clear  you,  if  it  were 
you  can  in  this  teorlJ,  that  you  may  be  happy;!  gainst  tiie  system  of  the  infinite,  e^cienf  grace  of  j  possible;  but  I  eonfess  myself  unable  to  do  it 
here.  You  love  vour  futhcjs  and  m-jthers  be-  '  God  through  a  Redeemer:  I  h'jmbly  hone  you without  youx  asslstanee.  Varying  the  appUca- 


112 


KVAXtiELICAI^  .IIAGAZIXE  AM>  GOSPEL  ADVOC  ATE 


tion,  I  will  return  yolir  own  language— Mr.  Mitch-  ten  causc^cl  us  to  think  it  would  be  better  for  j  For  zealous  ardor  for  polemic  hate— 


dl,  “where  is  your  shame  ?’’ 


113  to  IKe  Car  asunder,  (that  we  ini{.dit  not  cii- 1  For  trutli  preserv’d,  and  charily  forgot. 


Since  you  refuse  to  answer  me,  I  consider  it  hance  each  other’s  trouble  by  Those  scenes  are  fled — those  domes  arc  swi 


iny  duty  to  expose  your  conduct  to  the  world,  i  nieatinn  of  our  unbelief,)  in  iny  mind,  is  fast  yiel-  ,  awav, 

that  your  civility — your  courage — your  candor — '  ding  to  the  truth,  and  1  find  myself  constrained  1  totter  to  their  fall, 

j'our  honcity — your  Jaiihfidntss  and  j  our /amr  I  by  reason  and  revelation,  to  lay  hold  on  tAat  Gos- ' 


cpt 


may  be  recorded  for  the  benefit  of  posterity! 

Yours,  &c.  P.  MOUSE 

Rev.  Mr.  Mitchlll. 


[For  the  Jilai'azine  andAdvocate.] 

Mr.  Editor ; — The  following,  is  part  of  a  letter, 
written  to  my  brother  in  answer  to  one  from  him, 
stating  the  death  of  our  father.  The  copy  is  ver¬ 
batim,  with  the  exception  of  some  names. 
LETTER  TO  A  BROTHER. 


pel,  which  is  “glad  tidings  of  great  joy  unto  ol! . 
people.’  Since  you  sent  me  the  fii'st  No.  of ‘Plain  , 
Truth,’’  I  have  been  a  constant  reader  of  some  of, 
the  Universalist  papers,  and  can  promptly  aver, 
that  the  doctrines  tWy  inculcate,  nave  been  more 
eoiidueivc  to  the  peace  and  «niiet  of  niy  home, 
than  any  other  source.  The  worthy  partner  of 
mv  pains  and  pleasures,  my  ♦  +  +  *,  is  throwing  oft’ 
those  shackles  of  superstition,  which  were  rive¬ 
ted  upon  her  by  education:  and  the  gloomy  and  | 


And  moiddering  mosques,  on  moulder’d  fanes  dc- 
ray, 

Wliile  deflation  bends  to  grasp  them  all.” 


ivorthy  and  pious 

fcctionatc,  we  know  our  mother  was ;  and  I  doubt 
not,  but  the  most  tender  regard  and  solicitous 
anxiety  for  our  welfare,  induced  her  to  imbue  our 
youthful  minds  with  those  dogmas  which  she 
(though  erront*ouslv)  thought  would  be  for  our 
cternm  bcnctit.  Tliat  moderate  and  unassuming 
principle,  which  was  the  governor  of  our  father’s 
conduct  through  life,  you  know,  was  the  reason 
why  he  did  not  oppose  his  better  judgment  to  our 
mother’s  overbearing  creed.  He  did  not  expect, 
not  desire  to  gain  popularity,  honor  or  wealtli,  by 
his  taciturnity  upon  those  important  subjects; 
but  his  was  a  heart-felt  desire  to  promote  that  do¬ 
mestic  tranquility,  without  which  a  home  is  no 
place  of  rest  to  man.  How  far  he  succeeded  in 
obtaining  his  object,  we  well  know  ;  as  that  per- ,  , 

secuting  spirit  of  sectarianism,  which  his  (ought  " 
to  be)  better  half,  possessed,  (having  derived  it ' 
from  her  creed,)  could  not  be  content  without  | 
causing  him  to  feel,  on  earth,  what  she  bdkvedi 
he  would  sufler  in  hell,  for  his  non-ronformity  to  I 
her  hellish  criH;d.  Out,  with  all  his  sins  of  heresy  i 


that  God  was  not  so  mereiful  as  herself,  now  I 
beams  with  delight,  whilst  contemplating  the  un¬ 
bounded  goorhicss  and  love  of  the  autlior  of  eve-  j 
rv  good  and  perfect  gift.  The  reading  of  the  Bi-  : 
lile  has  become  a  source  of  comfort  to  us;  we  open  . 
it  with  joy  aiiil  clo.«c  it  with  satisfaction,  after  ii 
having  traced  on  its  sacred  pages,  the  happifying 
assurances  of  our  God,  that  he  is  a  father  to  the 
fatherless,  and  the  widow’s  Goti.  I 

You  may  be  surprised,  niy  brother,  when  ypu  .! 
-read  this,  from  one  whose  only  study  it  was,  forji 
years,  to  detract  from  that  sacred  volunie  ;  but  r 
when  you  reflect  on  the  awful  doctrines  which  I 
we  were  taught  that  it  contained,  as  the  cause  of  ! 
i  my  rejecting  it ;  and  that  truth  is  argument  which 
!  needs  only  to  be  seen  to  be  believed,  you  will  nut  1, 

ii 


*  +  +  +  +  ♦ 


Yours,  &,e. 
.\ntwerp,  N.  Y.  1J?2S. 


L.  F. 


[ Fur  the  J^lagazine  and  Advocate.]  ' | 

The  city  of  Nice,  having  been  the  place  of  the  ! 
upon  his  head,  he  lived  far  the  more  happy  of  the  i  first  general  eerli:sinstieal  council,  and  the  thea-  j 


twain ;  and  you  say,  he  died  in  the  firm  lielief, 
"inai  uort  Doiti  incrciiui  and  just  is. 

And  W'ould  not  plunge  his  soul  in  woe, 

For  crimes,  six  thousand  years  ago  ;” 
leaving  our  widowed  mother  in  the  full  belief  that 
she  must  remain  a  iculoto  to  all  eternity,  and  that 
she  shall  bask  in  the  angry  smiles  of  an  offended ' 

..-j.'... . j.’—i _ f _ _  ' 


tre  of  some  events  which  hold  aconspicuous  place 
in  the  history  oC  the  chiireli,  every  thing  relating 
to  it  claims  an  intcre.st  in  our  feelings.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  description  of  that  city  was  written  in  Feb. 
1800,  by  J.  I).  Carlyle,  professor  of  Arabic  in  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  England.  S  R.  S. 

“It  is  impossible  to  form  an  idea  of  a  more 


IFrom  the  New-York  Evening  Post.] 
ODE  TO  SPRING 
Thiiu  fairest  of  the  seasons — Spring! 

Child  of  a  stormy  sire — 

Stern  Winter;  all  thy  welcome  sing, 
Thy  early  smile  admire. 

All  living  things  on  land  and  main. 

Or  in  the  air  above. 

Feel  the  soft  influence  of  thy  reign. 
And  earth  awakes  to  love. 

Come,  source  of  hope,  thy  ringlets  fair. 
With  buds  and  blossoms  crowned. 
Breathe  thy  new  fragrance  thro’  the  air 
And  scatter  verdure  round. 

Thy  stores  unlock,  shed  out  thy  might 
On  garden,  mead,  and  wood. 

And  clothe  in  robes  of  vorious  light 
Their  lonely  widowhood. 

Hail,  nurse  of  fruits,  thy  genial  breath 
Already  scents  the  gale. 

And  cherishes  the  earth  beneath 
Germs  that  shall  deck  the  vale. 

The  lifeless  herb,  the  leafless  spray, 
Shoot  in  thy  warmer  showers. 

And  pleasant  is  the  task  each  d.ay 
To  mark  the  tints  of  flowers. 

Called  by  the  genius  of  the  year, 

I  stray  by  sounding  floods. 

Or  listen  in  the  v.ale  to  hear 
The  music  of  the  woods. 

Thy  smile  that  wakens  nature’s  sleep 
A  higher  pleasure  yields. 

Than  Summer’s  foliiige  full  and  deep. 
Or  Autumn’s  plenteous  fields. 
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I  Barnet  street. 

Streeter’s  New  Universalist  Hymn  Book. 
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and  incensed  God,  rejoicing  at  the/rotc?ii>ig  mercy  ^  complete  scene  of  desolation,  than  Nicaa  now  ex-  Review  of  Hawes’  ten  letters  against  Univcrsal- 

and  cm<licffr<’ love  ot  him,  whose  mighty  saving  liihits — streets  without  a  passenger,  houses  with- Ii  ism,  by  R.  Canfield. 

power  has  consigned  to  interminable  woe,  the  |  out  an  inhabitant,  and  rums  of  every  age,  fill  the  Balfour's  Essays  ;md  reply  to  Hudson, 

once  loved  (now  hated,  for  God’s  sake)  partner,  ■  precincts  of  this  once  celebrated  city.  Tlie  dc- i.  Balfour’s  2d  Inquiry. 

o  ^  .  serted  mosque,  whose  minaret  we  ascended  in  |;  Evangelical  Repository. 


of  her  toils  and  cares. 


Read  this  to  our  mother,  and  ask  her  if  her '  order  to  obtain  a  general  notion  of  the  plan  of  the  ;  Utica  Evangelical  Miiga7,iiie,  vols.  1st,  2d,  &  3d. 
creed  is  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  which  |  place,  bore  evident  marks  of  having  been  erected  !  Brown’s  History  of  I, niversalism. 


breathes  nothing  but  his  love,  that  endures  forev-  j  from  the  remains  of  a  Christian  church, and  many  !,  Ballou’s  Ancient  History  of  Univcrsalism,  a  very 
cr.  The  love  of  Go<l  for  his  ofliprin^,  as  far  ex-  '  '  '  • 

ceeds  that  of  a  mother  for  her  chil^  as  infinity 
transcends  our  finite  capa-  ities. 
she  strove  to  prolong  our  f 
smoothed  his  dying  pillow 

or  benevolence,  that  prompted  hkr  to  such  acts  \  a  geiuration  of  ruins  was  here  ! 
of  kindness?  Is  she  po.ssessed  of  such  happify- 


of  these  remains,  upon  a  closer  inspection,  show-  ;!  valuable  work, 
ed  clearly  that  they  had  formerly  belonged  to  a  ;  Ballou's  Treatise  on  .\toncment. 
la-  ities.  Ask  her  why  I  Pagan  tchiple : — our  MahomiKlan  Mosque  was  i  Loveland’s  Greek  Lexicon,  English  definitions, 
father’s  life,  or  why  she  '  falling  to  decay,  and  like  its  predecessors  i:i  splen-  i  Knecland’s  Greek  and  English  Testament, 
p’  ?  \Va.s  It  love,  mercy  ,  dor,  must  soon  become  a  heap  of  rubbish — what 
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